








[image: ]DURHAM COUNTY SHOW – EXHIBITOR RULES
It is a condition of entry that you have read all of our rules and agree to be bound by them. 


Prize Money Collection 
All prize money is paid by BACS via our entry system this will appear as a refund onto the card you paid with. In the event your prize money exceeds your entry fees the office will contact you for BACS details. Pay out rules can be found in the schedule.
Trophies
Are perpetual (held for one year) and must be returned one month before the show. Trophies must be signed for and winners agree to pay for a replacement for lost or damaged trophies.

Exhibitor Numbers 
Are provided in the secretary’s tent and must be worn whilst mounted or leading horses as well as competing 

Refunds
We do not give refunds

Show Catalogues
Catalogues are available to purchase either hard copy or digital downloads. These can be purchased online with entries and collected from the secretary’s tent.  Catalogues will be available to purchase at the gate and in the secretary’s tent. 
Change of Class and Additional/Late Entries
All entries are pre-entry with no entries on the field (unless stated) Late entries may be available at a premium. Any class changes are at the discretion of the office/secretary and a fee may be charged.
Show Opening Hours
Ground opens to competitors at 7.30am-closing at 5pm
Show Photographers
Our show photographer is Emily Little Photography. No commercial photography is allowed. No taking pictures of anything on the show ground without permission.
Accidents
Must be reported and properly recorded at the secretary’s tent. The safety of everyone on the showground is a priority to the management. We provide full CQC medical cover during the full weekend of the show. Safety hats/helmets to current safety standard as detailed in the schedule, must be worn whilst mounted or leading any horse.

VET 
our on-call vet details are displayed in the secretary tent.                                  


Wagon/Vehicle Passes
All show traffic must display a vehicle pass. Equine competitors must display in their windscreen their receipt of entry. Gate staff will check all receipts-no receipt no entry. Gate tickets are allocated according to the number of entries made. The schedule will give ticket allocations. Additional tickets/grooms’ passes can be purchased with entries at a reduced rate for competitors and their supporters. Only wagons horse trailers and competitor’s cars will be allowed into the competitors carpark. No vehicle will be allowed to drive around the showground between the hours 8.00am – 6pm.

Emergencies - Fire, Medical, Security and Lost Children
The emergency phone number is posted around the waggon park and on buildings around the site.  Please use this number for emergency use only.  State the nature and exact location of the emergency and remain there until assistance arrives.
Catering, Bars and Shop
Public catering will be provided on the show ground caterers selling doughnuts, ice cream pizzas, noodles, fish & chips, vegan food, hamburgers etc. 
On site licensed public bars will be open. Please note that it is an offence for individuals under the age of 18 to knowingly consume alcohol on licensed premises. No alcohol may be purchased by or for under-aged individuals from any of the licensed bars on site. 
Exercising of Horses and Ponies
Competitors can use any of the collecting rings to exercise their horses and ponies. All riders exercising horses must wear their competitor number at all times whilst mounted. Correctly fitted Safety helmets to current standard must be worn whilst mounted or leading horses.
Showing rings may not be used at any time except for timetabled classes.
Smoking Policy
Smoking is not permitted in any of the stable areas, indoor arenas tenting or marquees including toilet and shower blocks. Smoking is not permitted on the showground by mounted riders. This rule also covers all vaping.
Barbeques
Ground gas and coal-based BBQs are NOT allowed on the showground under any circumstance. Fitted catering equipment in the horsebox is acceptable.  It is the responsibility of all exhibitors to bring with them a properly serviced fire extinguisher suitable for gas and electrical fires.
Electric Hook Ups
Are not available  
Generators
Are not permitted unless fitted to a waggon internally.

Dogs
For reasons of safety and to prevent nuisance, dogs can only be permitted on the Showground whilst on a lead.  Dogs are not permitted in marquees or rings. Exhibitors MUST clean up after their dogs.  Any person found to disregard this rule will be fined.  Lost dogs will be compounded and will not be released until a payment of £30 is made.  All payments will be donated to an animal charity of our choice.  Dogs must be kept under control at all times whilst on the showground.

Rubbish
Must be taken home any person found to litter the ground will be fined £50. Absolutely no skipping out offenders will be fined £50.

Bikes and Scooters
In the interest of safety, NO BIKES OR SCOOTERS (except mobility scooters) are permitted on the showground at any time.
Mobility Impaired Visitors
Privately owned scooters are permitted for mobility impaired persons, but they may only be driven by the person who owns the scooter.  No person under 18 years may drive a scooter at any time.  All scooters must be covered by third party insurance. 
Please note – we are not able to charge scooters at the show office so anybody hiring a scooter must make their own arrangements.
Water & Horse Washing Facilities
Please note – there are no taps for filling up horsebox water tanks on site so please ensure that your tanks are filled up before arriving at the showground. 
There are no horse wash areas horse washing in the waggon park is not permitted to prevent puddling and ground slippage.
Equine Shop
Equine trade stands are located ringside. The Secretary will have essential equine first aid supplies. Durham County Show has a competitor’s shop on the website www.durhamcountyshow.com you can order anything online and select show pick up. Your packed order will be available at the secretary’s tent ready for you to collect.
Equine Welfare
Under the Animal Welfare Act (2006), the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, (hereafter referred to as The Welfare Acts) every horse owner or those responsible for a horse have a duty of care to ensure the animal’s well-being. Thus, causing suffering and ill treatment are no longer the only grounds for prosecution under animal welfare law. It is now an offence to fail to take adequate steps to ensure a horse’s welfare, even if the animal is not yet at the point of suffering. In particular, please note the following regulations:
WELFARE ACTS – Under the Welfare Acts the parents / guardians of children under 16 years old are responsible for the welfare of their children’s horses/ponies.
HEALTH & HYGIENE BIO SECURITY– The spread of equine disease is a perpetual risk when attending shows. Horse owners should act responsibly and not attend a show if there is a disease outbreak at their yard, even if the horse / pony taken to the show does not appear ill. This is because some diseases have an incubation period of 14 days. For more information and guidance, please refer to the information available on the BHS website and British Equestrian website. Our full Bio-security can be found on our website.
VISIBLE BLOOD – On rare occasions a horse / pony may injure itself traveling, being worked in or competing, or blood may be noticed from the mouth or nostrils or other parts of the animal’s body. In these circumstances the competitor should not compete or cease competing and get their horse / pony checked as soon as possible. The animal should be treated and where necessary the person responsible for the horse / pony should seek veterinary advice and attention to ensure the animal can travel home or continue to compete in further classes on the day.
EQUINE OBESITY – must be avoided and all horses / ponies exhibited should be fit for purpose for the event or class they are competing in. Having a horse / pony which is obese is extremely detrimental to its welfare and animals carrying too much fat are at a significantly increased risk of developing serious health and welfare issues
SENSORY WHISKERS – are the hard hairs located on the horse’s muzzle and around the eyes, also known as ‘whiskers’ that are used for sensation. It is recommended that horses should not have whiskers trimmed or removed (other than for veterinary purposes or with a vet’s certificate). Brood Mares, foals and youngstock should present with no evidence of whiskers or sensory hairs having been removed.
UNATTENDED HORSES – No horse should be left unattended unless they are in a stable, horsebox/trailer and known to behave sensibly when ordinarily left in such a situation.
TYING UP OF HORSES – For safety reasons horses or ponies should not be left unattended tied to a horsebox/trailer at any time.
WORKING IN OF HORSES / PONIES – The amount of work the horse undertakes should be in accordance with its age, experience, and fitness.
SUITABLY MOUNTED – Any animal ridden anywhere on the showground, rings or lorry parks (day or night) must be only ridden by a rider whose size and weight does not compromise the animal’s welfare.  We are operating under the 20% rider weight guideline where the rider in full riding attire with tack must be less than 20% of the animal’s bodyweight.  This is based on a relatively fit, healthy animal as an overweight animal is also a welfare concern.  Welfare Officers, will be monitoring the Equine areas and have the power to ask riders deemed too large to dismount.
Social Media Policy 
Our policy can be found on our website. Competitors who breach our social media rules will be barred from the show including all animals owned by them, for a period determined by the secretary. The breach will be reported to the competitors entered society who may impose additional bans. It is a condition of entry that you have read all of our rules and agree to be bound by them.
Complaints Appeals Process
The judge’s decision is final. No competitor must approach a judge to query results.  Any complaint regarding any aspect of the show must follow our complaints procedure. Forms can be completed and lodged in the secretary’s tent. The complaints fee is £15 which will be refunded in the event your complaint is upheld.
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